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need, we are told, of contemporary philosophy is a true spiritualism as dis- 
tinguished from idealism. The central fact of our moral nature is a will 
free to obey an obligatory law. 

W. G. Smith. 

Le probleme de la memoire : essai de psycho-mechanique. Par Paul 

Sollier. Paris, Felix Alcan ; New York, The Macmillan Co., 1900. 

— pp. 218. 

The problem of memory presents itself to Sollier as a physical problem, 
a matter of cerebral mechanics, of the physical processes underlying reten- 
tion, reproduction, and recognition. His materials for solving the problem 
(better, for outlining a solution, since a complete theory is not attempted) 
the author draws from the Flechsig scheme of localization, and from mental 
pathology — chiefly aphasia and hysteria. The logic of the book is an argu- 
ment from analogy. Hypothetical processes, analogous to the conduction, 
accumulation, and discharge of electricity are posited by way of explanation 
of various aspects of memory. An hypothetical force plays between recep- 
tive centers and a perceptive, intellectual, memorial center. The common 
perceptive center lies in the frontal lobes. If the force is directed toward 
this * higher ' center, perception arises, if away from it, memory. 

The conception is a bold one and it is ingeniously carried out. One 
may well ask, however, whether its success is possible without more ade- 
quate physiological knowledge. We are just beginning to know the fine 
anatomy of the brain. Surely an attempt at its physiology is much more 
likely to bring results, than is speculation concerning physical forces of 
whose existence we are ignorant. Again, something more than Flechsig' s 
associational psychology is needed as a basis for a psychophysics of mem- 
ory. Until we come to know, by way of rigid analysis, what the contents 
of the normal, memorial consciousness are, it is useless to bother about the 
underlying physiological processes. The psychology of memory is plainly 
undervalued in the work before us. In fact, the book is written from the 
alienist's standpoint rather than from that of the psychologist. The author's 
real misapprehension of things mental comes out in the very last paragraph, 
where he declares that "at bottom, the problem of the mind is probably 

one of physics and mechanics." 

I. M. Bentley. 

Socrate. Par Clodius Piat. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1900. — pp. 270. 

This is the first of a series of handbooks on the Great Philosophers, pre- 
pared under the general direction of M. Piat, and planned to include similar 
volumes on the epoch-makers in philosophy, Kant, Saint Anselme, Saint 
Augustine, Descartes, Avicenna, Malebranche, Saint Thomas d Aquin, 
Spinoza, and a number of other philosophers of lesser importance. It is a 
point worth noting that the editor-in-chief is a Catholic, an abb£, and pro- 
fessor in the Fxole des Carmes, and that the thinkers who assist him in this 



